
SMI NewsBrief 
By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth — Monday, March 7, 2016 

The 225th match in the Senior Men's Interclub series was played 
today at the Hidden Hills Country Club. The field consisted of 109 
players representing 14 member clubs. Allen Witham, as the host 
club representative, was today's Tournament Director. Wayne 
Ulmer, PGA, the club's Head Golf Professional, ensured the 
course was in prime condition and the holes were cut in SMI-
friendly locations; that is, visiting teams were as likely as the host 
team to "hit the flagsticks." Allen and Jody Clark, PGA, (l-r) 
handled the preround announcements and launched 28 carts onto 
a first-class course. Great job all around! 

 

We are very grateful for the extra mile that Hidden Hill's staff went 
to prepare the course for our visit and to welcome us into their 
clubhouse. Our very special thanks go to Terri for speeding her 
beverage cart around the course on a 65-73 degree day in search 
of hungry, thirsty senior golfers. 

 

TODAY'S EVENT 

This was the fourth match of twelve planned for the 2016 season. 
The season will climax in our yearlong contest for the Barney 
Poston Cup on November 14, 2016 at Deerwood Country Club. 

Each month we coordinate the course layout with the host club's 
golf professional. As shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-
hole yardages, pars, and handicap stroke allocations. Now and 
then, our scorecard may differ from a scorecard handed out in the 
golf shop. Our scorecard is the official one! 

 

It was a very pleasant day for golf. Play started a bit later than the 
scheduled 9:00 am shotgun as the carts left the staging area two 
minutes later than scheduled under scattered clouds with the 
thermometer at 65 degrees and a slight 5 mph breeze; the first 
scorecard was returned at 1:40 pm by which time the temperature 
had risen to 73 degrees under partly cloudy skies and a wind 
speed rising to 15 mph. The last card was returned at 2:10 p.m. 
and signaled the end of the scoring operation. 

TODAY'S RESULTS 

Each month we compete to determine the top four teams on the 
day; the winning teams' players receive a golf-shop merchandise 
certificate. In addition, at each par-3 hole, the competitor whose 
ball lands closest to the flagstick receives a sleeve of golf balls 
donated by the host club. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at Orange  
Park (below) suggests today's course presented a more straight-
forward test. 34 percent of the players at Hidden Hills beat their 
handicaps as compared to 16 percent of the players at Orange 
Park. Said another way, the average player at Hidden Hills scored 
34.0 points and 1.0 strokes over bogey while the average player 
at Orange Park scored 31.1 points and 4.5 strokes over bogey. 
Hidden Hills proved to be an "easier" course with a side benefit: it 
played 12 minutes faster than our standard pace of play. 

 

TODAY'S LEADERBOARD 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. Hidden Hills 
failed to cash in on the mythical home-team advantage by 
finishing 22 points back in 11th place while Long Point captured 
first place with a commanding 12-point edge over Orange Park. 
Osprey Cove and World Golf Village rounded out the Top Four in 
a tiebreaker: Osprey Cove had two more points on a best five 
scores basis. Eagle Harbor and Marsh Landing finished seven 
and six places worse, respectively, on the monthly ladder. In 
summary, four teams rose and nine teams fell. 

 

During lunch, Tournament Director Allen Witham presented 
merchandise certificates redeemable in the Hidden Hills golf shop 
to the top four teams in the monthly competition: 

1st place Long Point $43 certificate to each player 
2nd place Orange Park $31 
3rd place Osprey Cove $22 
4th place World Golf Village $13 

SEASON'S LEADERBOARD 

Each year, we compete to identify the SMI Champion, which is the 
team with the most Stableford points for the season. The winning 
team takes custody of the Barney Poston Cup and retains it for a 
year. In addition, the top six teams earn a share of the cumulative 
prize funds in cash. Last year, the year-end team prizes were, in 
order of finish: $700, $550, $400, $300, $250, and $200. 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. Orange Park and San Jose 
maintained their holds on first and second place, respectively,  
while Jacksonville and Marsh Landing swapped their third- and 
fourth-place positions. In summary, four teams rose and ten teams 
fell. 

 

WINNING TEAM LEADERS 

Generally, a big gun is someone who helps his team into one of 
the top four places by scoring at least 38 points. Today 27 players 
scored 38 points or more; eight of those were on the prize-winning 
teams. 

 

INDIVIDUAL LEADERBOARD 

Eleven different odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on 
today's individual leaderboards (below). In all, 38 players 
overcame the odds associated with their handicap indexes. 71 
players were left to lick their wounds and try again next month, 
some with a larger handicap edge. 

 

OUTSTANDING SHOOTERS 

Birdies 5 Jerry Deans OP 
 49 Today's Total (2015 average=62.2) 

CLOSEST TO FLAGSTICK 

Hole 05 Ed McRory OC 4' 3" 
Hole 07 Jerry Deans OP 6' 7" 
Hole 12 Gabe Pearson QH 0' 9" 
Hole 16 George Bland MP 3' 3/4" 

TOUGHEST HOLES 

On average we take 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced us to take 87 pickups, a small dip below average! The all-
time record, 225 pickups, was set at Ponte Vedra Inn on 
December 10, 2010. Today there were no pickups on hole 14 
which was rated as sixteenth toughest in today's round. The 
easiest hole, no. 16, forced one pickup. 

 

The following profile, from GPS measurements by Google Earth, 
helps to explain why four of today's six toughest holes were on the 
front nine: 

 

NEXT MATCH 

What: Fifth match in the 2016 Season 
When: 9:00 am, Monday, April 4, 2016 
Where: Eagle Harbor Golf Club 
 A Clyde Johnston Design (1993) 
 5915 yards, 68.1/1189/90.0 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Mike Lamphier, Tournament Director 
 Marshall Collins, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: In February 2015, Eagle Harbor cashed in on their  
 home-team advantage—edging Marsh Landing by  
 two points for the first-place prize. 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Allen Witham HH, our interim league treasurer, filed his latest  
report in the table below. This represents building a nice cash 
reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes that will be 
distributed in November. 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 

While you're on our website, take a few moments to click on one 
or two Google ads.  Each click generates income that helps offset 
the annual cost of our website. 

Our Google account stands at $50.51. That is a nice jump from 
$39.56 last month. Google will pay us when we reach $100. 

 


