
SMI NewsBrief 
Monday, July 18, 2016 — By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth 

The 229th match in the Senior Men's Interclub series was played 
today at Sawgrass Country Club. The field consisted of 110 
players representing 14 member clubs. Glenn Dobrick, as the 
host club representative, was today's Tournament Director. Golf 
Course Superintendent Matt Durkee, ensured the course was in 
prime condition while Mike Broderick, PGA, the club's Head Golf 
Professional, specified the holes be cut in SMI-friendly locations 
so visiting teams were as likely as the host team to "hit the 
flagsticks." Glenn and Mike made preround announcements with 
superb aplomb then launched 56 carts onto a course that is 
consistently recognized as one of the finest in the country. Great 
job all around! 

TODAY'S EVENT 

This was the eighth match of twelve planned for the 2016 
season. The season will climax in our yearlong contest for the 
Barney Poston Cup on November 14, 2016 at Deerwood Country 
Club. 

Each month we coordinate the course layout with the host club's 
golf professional. As shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-
hole yardages, pars, and handicap stroke allocations. Now and 
then, our scorecard differs from a scorecard handed out in the 
golf shop. Didn't happen today but even if it had, our scorecard is 
the official one! 

 

It was another typical day for First Coast golfers—wonderful! Play 
started at the scheduled 8:30 am shotgun under calm, clear 
conditions with the thermometer at 83°F. By the time the last 
scorecard was returned, the temperature had barely risen—to 
85°F under skies still clear with breezes running at 5 mph or so. 

TODAY'S RESULTS 

Each month we compete to determine the top four teams on the 
day; each player on the winning four teams receives a golf-shop 
merchandise certificate. In addition, at each par-3 hole, the 
competitor whose ball lands closest to the flagstick receives a 
sleeve of golf balls donated by the host club. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at 
Magnolia Point (below) suggests today's course, 64 yards shorter 
than last month's course, might have been an easier challenge. 
Not really but in the ballpark! 47 percent of the players at 
Magnolia Point beat their handicaps as compared to 54 percent 
of the players at Sawgrass. Said another way, the average player 
at Magnolia Point scored 36.2 points and 0.5 strokes under 
bogey while the average player at Sawgrass scored 36.6 points 
and 3.0 strokes under bogey. Looks like a bigger set of players at 
Sawgrass scored in the low 80s. 

 

TODAY'S LEADERBOARD 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. Sawgrass used 
its home advantage to edge Orange Park by four points. Marsh 
Landing and Queen's Harbour fell short by slim margins of two 
and four points, respectively. 

Today's top four teams were separated by eight points; the fifth-
place team lagged behind by another four points. In summary, six 
teams rose and seven teams fell with Osprey Cove taking the 
steepest dive—from first place at the last two events to 13th 
place today. Sawgrass' home advantage propelled them from 
13th place last month into first place today! 

SMI scoring records from 2006 to 2016 show the home 
advantage would disappear if each player on the home team was 
burdened by a 2.2-point greater quota. [Analysis details available 
on request] 

 

During lunch, Tournament Director Glenn Dobrick handed out 
merchandise certificates redeemable in the Sawgrass golf shop 
to the top four teams in the monthly competition: 

1st place Sawgrass $43 certificate to each player 
2nd place Orange Park $32 
3rd place Marsh Landing $22 
4th place Queen’s Harbour $13 

SEASON'S LEADERBOARD 

Each year, we compete to identify the SMI Champion, which is 
the team with the most Stableford points for the season. The 
winning team takes custody of the Barney Poston Cup and 
retains it for a year. In addition, the top six teams earn a share of 
the cumulative prize funds in cash. Last year, the year-end team 
prizes were, in order of finish: $700, $550, $400, $300, $250, and 
$200. 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. For the second month in a row, 
Orange Park and San Jose swapped first and second places 
while Queen's Harbour rose two places and Jacksonville slipped 
one rung into fourth place. In summary, five teams rose at most 
three places and five teams fell at most three places. 

 

TEAM LEADERS 

Generally, a big gun is someone who helps his team into one of 
the top four places by scoring at least 38 points. Why 38 points? 
That marks the line where a player just beats the odds. This 
month we set the bar a bit higher at which level 29 players 
scored 40 points or more; 15 of those were on the prize-winning 
teams. Ray Mantle led his team and the field in his 83rd league 
game, pulling 54 points at 100:1 odds to share a second-place, 
all-time league record with two others. You can almost hear Ray’s 
teeth grinding as he finished one point off the record set in May 
by fellow team member Bruce MacDonald!!! 

 

INDIVIDUAL LEADERBOARD 

Twelve odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on today's 
individual leaderboard (below). In all, 60 players beat the odds 
associated with their handicap indexes while 26 players fell short, 
saving their handicap edge for next month. As noted above, Ray 
Mantle is our newest living legend, having snagged a share of 
the all-time league record for second place in points pulled. 

 

OUTSTANDING SHOOTERS 

Eagles 1 Gary Mullikin HH 
Birdies 4 Lee Fields DC 
 3 Jack Heinemann EH, Bob Long SG 
  John Milton QH, Jay Mueller DC 
 74 Today's Total (2015 average=62.2) 

CLOSEST TO FLAGSTICK 

Hole 03 Wayne St. Clair JG 6' 11" 
Hole 06 Russ Sgro OC 2' 6" 
Hole 12 Jack Harper MP 1' 4" 
Hole 15 Tommy Charles QH 13' 1" 

TOUGHEST HOLES 

On average we take 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced 62 pickups, in 80th place among the least number of 
pickups in SMI history! The all-time record, 225 pickups, was set 
at Ponte Vedra Inn on December 10, 2010. Single pickups were 
registered on four holes: 16, 2, 7, and 12 in descending order of 
difficulty. There were no pickups on holes 1, 5, 6, 9, 11, and 13. 

 

AT THE SCORING TABLE 

The Committee is pleased to recognize seven volunteers spotted 
along the scorer's table: Mike Broderick, John Caden, Glenn 
Dobrick, Mike Lamphier, Tom Petrie, Barney Poston, and Allen 
Witham. Let's hope they got a fair share of today's tasty lunch. 

31 cards were routed to exception handling including two cards 
with four errors, two cards with three errors, seven cards with two 
errors, and twenty cards with a single error. 

Several cards had signatures inside the bubbles for hole 18. A 
few cards had two shaded bubbles on a hole. Too many holes 
had no shaded bubbles. Believe it or not, one card was returned 
without a single written score. 

Really! Should the Committee have to find enough volunteers to 
screen against those kind of errors when every card is attested 
by the player and his marker? 

NEXT MATCH 

What: Ninth match in the 2016 Season 
When: 9:00 am, Monday, August 15, 2016 
Where: Jacksonville Golf & Country Club 
 A Clyde Johnston- Fuzzy Zoeller design (1989) 
 5,968 yards, 69.5/118/91.4 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Skip Lunsford JG, Tournament Director 
 Ray Barr, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: In July 2014, Queen’s Harbour overcame the home 
 advantage by taking first place by four points over 
 Sawgrass and ten points over Jacksonville. 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Bruce MacDonald QH, our league treasurer, filed his latest end-of
-month report as shown in the table below. The current balance 
represents a nice reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes 
that will be distributed in November. 

 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 

Clicking on Google ads pays off. Doing so from our webpages 
puts cash in our bank account. Google currently owes us $85.52. 
That's up from $65.50 last month. Google will pay us when the 
amount due is $100 or more. (This has not changed since the 
last report) 


