
SMI NewsBrief 
Monday, September 19, 2016 — By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth 

The 231st match in the Senior Men's Interclub series was played 
today on Long Point at the Amelia Island Club. The field 
consisted of 109 players representing 14 member clubs. Dick 
Fruechtenicht, as the host club representative, was today's 
Tournament Director. His head professional, Dean Grunewald, 
PGA, ensured the holes were cut in SMI-friendly locations. That 
is, visiting teams were as likely as the host team to "hit the 
flagsticks." 

Sealing its reputation as a nonpareil host, Long Point unselfishly 
helped its visitors by posting yardage information on two holes 
with semi-blind shots. It's really, really nice to know how far you 
need to hit your tee shot when this is your first time playing from 
Long Point's black tees. 

Dick and Dean handled the preround announcements and 
launched 56 carts toward their starting tees after waiting 30-
minutes for latecomers who were stuck behind a multiple-fatality 
accident on Interstate 95. At their next meeting in December, our 
club reps will discuss league policy on handling late arrivals. 

All in all, it was a fine day of cruising under clear skies at 81-91°F 
with gust-free winds holding steady at 6 mph. One visitor 
observed, "Long Point was quite possibly the finest conditioned 
course I have ever played." Another declared, "The hospitality of 
the members and staff made for a truly memorable experience." 

Today's Event 

This was the tenth match of twelve planned for the 2016 season. 
The season will climax in our yearlong contest for the Barney 
Poston Cup on November 14, 2016 at Deerwood Country Club. 

Each month we coordinate the course layout with the host club's 
golf professional. As shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-
hole yardages, pars, and handicap stroke allocations. Now and 
then, our scorecard differs from a scorecard handed out in the 
golf shop. No matter what, our scorecard is the official one and 
matches the parameters used inside our scoring apps! 

 

Today's Results 

Each month we compete to determine the top four teams on the 
day; the winning teams' players receive a golf-shop merchandise 
certificate. In addition, at each par-3 hole, the competitor whose 
ball lands closest to the flagstick receives a sleeve of golf balls 
donated by the host club. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at 
Jacksonville (below) suggests today's course, 158 yards shorter 
than last month's course, was less challenging. 24 percent of the 
players at Jacksonville beat their handicaps as compared to 42 
percent of the players at Long Point. Said another way, the 
average player at Jacksonville scored 31.9 points and 0.6 strokes 
over bogey while the average player at Long Point scored 34.6 
points and 0.4 strokes under bogey. 

The difference between today's Bell curve and the composite 
flight distribution (ABCDE) is remarkable and unexplained; we're 
used to seeing them closely resembling each other as at 
Jacksonville. A possible interpretation is in Long Point's tails 
which have less outliers while Jacksonville is less skewed 
[Kurtosis and skewness details are available on request]. 

 

Today's Leaderboard 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. Long Point  
used its home advantage to top last month's first-place team, 
San Jose, by two points. Deercreek captured 4th place while 
finishing seven places higher than last month. 

In summary, five teams rose and eight teams fell with Marsh 
Landing taking the steepest dive—from 4th to 9th place. Looks 
like Osprey Cove has taken a lease on the bottom rung on the 
leaderboard. 

SMI scoring records from 2006 to 2016 show the home 
advantage would disappear if each player on the home team was 
burdened by a 2.2-point greater quota. [Analysis details available 
on request] 

 

Last month, our team leaderboard introduced a new column 
labeled Odds. This allows everyone to judge the goodness of fit 
between USGA-ratings and actual performance. Last month at 
Jacksonville, only five clubs met or exceeded the odds of scoring 
their team points. The fact that nine teams did not meet the odds 
shows that Jacksonville offered a fair but stern test. This month 
at Long Point, nine teams beat the odds and five teams didn't: 
ergo, Long Point furnished a fair but lenient test. 

Alas, our Excel/VBA-based scoring apps stopped working so 
Tournament Director Dick Freuchtenicht couldn't distribute the 
winners' prizes during lunch. Instead, he announced prizes would 
be delivered sometime after the scorecards were successfully 
scanned. On the following day, Long Point's Pro distributed eight 
prizes per team as follows: 

1st place Long Point $43 in Pro shop credit 
2nd place San Jose $31 in Titleist Pro V1s 
3rd place World Golf $22 in Titleist Pro V1s 
4th place Deercreek $13 in Titleist Pro V1s. 

Season's Leaderboard 

Each year, we compete to identify the SMI Champion, which is 
the team with the most Stableford points for the season. The 
winning team takes custody of the Barney Poston Cup and 
retains it for a year. In addition, the top six teams earn a share of 
the cumulative prize funds in cash. Last year, the year-end team 
prizes were, in order of finish: $700, $550, $400, $300, $250, and 
$200. 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. It looks like San Jose, Orange 
Park, and Jacksonville have fixed places atop the leaderboard 
with San Jose and Orange Park trading places from last month. 
Queen's Harbour moved into position as the primary dark horse. 
In summary, six teams rose and five teams fell. 

With two matches left until the double-points 2016 championship 
at Deerwood, the smart money is on San Jose or Orange Park. 
However, handicap indexes are highly volatile so look for a dark 
horse from anywhere down to, say, seventh place. Last month 33 
players lowered their indexes by shooting good scores while 32 
players padded their indexes by shooting poor scores. The latter 
set will find it easier to beat the odds in their next match at 
Deercreek. 

 

Winning Team Leaders 

Generally, we rate a big gun as someone who helps his team into 
one of the top four places by scoring at least 36 points. Why 36 
points? That marks the line where a player beats 2:1 odds. Today 
50 players scored 36 or more points; 21 of those were on the 
prize-winning teams. Unless the course is easier than most on 
the SMI rotation, most players will fall below the 36-point cutline. 
For example, on average each team's seventh player scores 29 
points which corresponds to 1:4 odds. 

 

Individual Leaderboard 

Seven odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on today's 
individual leaderboard (below). In all, 33 players beat the odds 
associated with their handicap indexes. 76 players couldn't beat 
even odds; 32 of those go forward with a larger index. 

 

Outstanding Shooters 

Birdies 3 John Davis, Bob Dewey, Rich Scott, 
  Victor Zambetti 
 47 Today's total (2015 average=62.2 birdies) 

Closest to the Flagstick 

Hole 03 Bob McBride 
Hole 05 Vinny Celestino 
Hole 15 Bruce Brown 
Hole 16 Bob Dewey 

Toughest Holes 

On average we take 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced 88 pickups, ranking as the 61st least number of pickups in 
SMI history! The all-time record, 225 pickups, was set at Ponte 
Vedra Inn on December 10, 2010. Single pickups were registered 
on three holes: 5, 3, and 7 in descending order of difficulty. The 
toughest hole, number 4, registered 8 pickups and the next 
toughest, 16. Hole 11 had the second most pickups, 11, but was 
the fifth toughest hole. Every hole had at least one pickup. 

 

Toughest Venues 

The following table is a list of the toughest courses on the SMI 
rotation in descending order as a function of five averages: 

 Adjusted Gross Score (AGS): Gross score adjusted under USGA 
Handicap System procedures for unfinished holes, conceded strokes, 
holes not played or not played under the Rules of Golf, or Equitable 
Stroke Control 

 Stableford Points (Pts): Points awarded in relation to net score per 
USGA Rule 32-1b 

 Net Differential (NetDiff): (AGS - USGA course rating) x 113 / USGA 
slope rating) - Handicap index) 

 Net Quota (NetQta): Stableford points scored-Stableford quota (36) 

 Pickups. Number of holes on which the player pockets his ball when hr 
can no longer score a point AND has reached his maximum ESC 
score. 

 

Why is Long Point the toughest course? The sum of its five ranks 
(5+1+1+1+2) is least. Likewise, Osprey Cove is the easiest 
course because the sum of its five ranks (16+16+16+16+16) is 
most. 

Long Point is the stingiest course in terms of Stableford points, 
ranking first by yielding the least points (31.9) on average, while 
Sawgrass is the stingiest course in terms of adjusted gross 
scores, ranking first by demanding the most strokes (93.1) on 
average. 

Which factor is the most important depends on your point of view 
since each factor is a function of two or more parameters. If you 
insist on using a single factor, Net Differential has my vote: it 
depends on AGS, course rating, slope rating, and handicap 
index. On that basis, the toughest five venues in rank order are 
Long Point, Queen's Harbour, Jacksonville, Marsh Creek, and 
Sawgrass. 

The Scorer's Table 

Eight cards were routed to exception handling: one card had a 
stray entry in the row of timing marks that run along the bottom of 
the scorecard while seven cards had blank or multiple responses 
in the bubble zone: One card had two errors and six cards had a 
single error. 

During its postgame audit, the Committee detected a single 
flawed scorecard that escaped live scrutiny at the scorer's 
table...our latest, greatest advance in the state of the art. Hole 12 
was shaded as 4 in the bubble zone but written as 6 in the row 
labeled Gross. The Committee adjusted strokes and points as 
needed to maintain the integrity of our individual and team 
scoring records. 

In addition, the audit revealed that two cards had no player's 
signature and one card had three signatures. 

For now, the Tournament Director will assign two or more 
scorecard screeners to facilitate our scanning and auditing 
operations. Apparently, club representatives can't nag enough to 
reduce the scorecard error rate. In the long run, we ought to be 
able to reduce or eliminate the number of screeners on the 
scoring line. 

As a reminder, here's a short list of bad scorecard practices: 

 John Hancock-style signatures intruding on Hole 18 bubbles 
 Mismatched written and shaded scores 
 Stroke-control taboo: writing zero and shading nonzero or vice 

versa 
 Creating phantom timing marks along the bottom row. 

Next Match 

What: Eleventh match in the 2016 Season 
When: 9:00 am, Monday, October 17, 2016 
Where: Deercreek Country Club 
 A Robert Miller Design (1989) 
 5,504 yards, 67.2/123/91.1 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Jose de Rojas, Tournament Director 
 KW Godwin, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: Last time here, in July 2015, World Golf Village 
 edged Queen's Harbour by three points and beat 
 the home advantage by 17 points as Deercreek 
 slipped to fifth place. 

Financial News 

Bruce MacDonald QH, our league treasurer, filed his latest end-of
-month report as shown in the table below. The current balance 
represents a nice reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes 
that will be distributed in November. 

 

Website News 

Clicking on Google ads pays off. Doing so from our webpages 
puts cash in our bank account. Google sent  a check for $101.78 
on September 16, 2016. I am not home to verify that the check 
did, in fact, arrive. We now have $6.35 in limbo towards our next 
payment. Google will pay us when the amount due is $100 or 
more.  

You have probably noticed the new scrolling headlines walking 
across some of our webpages. If those are moving too quickly for 
you, hover your mouse over them and they will stop scrolling 
temporarily. 


