
SMI NewsBrief 
Monday, November 14, 2016 — By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth 

110 senior golfers from the greater Jacksonville area teed it up 
today at the Deerwood Country Club for the 233rd match in the 
Senior Men's Interclub series. It wasn't planned but this event 
happened to coincide with a supermoon, the closest full moon to 
Earth since 1948; not to be surpassed until 2034. Although 
today's supermoon was hidden by the overcast, we're certain it 
was causally linked to the fastest round in SMI history: the first 
scorecard was returned today in 4h 23m after our shotgun start. 

All-time Scoring Record Tied 

With a sparkling 69, Deercreek's Lee Fields moved into a 4th 
place tie among the top five all-time best scores listed in the 
following table. This was Lee's 12th round with the Interclub and 
included three bogeys, four birdies, and an eagle three on Hole 
13. Gotta work on those bogeys, Lee! 

 

Today's Event 

For hosting today's event on a superbly conditioned course that 
yielded 65 birdies and one eagle, kudos go to Deerwood's head 
golf professional Jim Lohbauer, PGA, and club representatives 
Ray Cabano ML and Jon Peterson OC who volunteered to 
codirect this championship event. Ray (left) and Jim delivered pre
-round announcements from their perch on the steps leading into 
Deerwood's golf shop. 

 

All in all, it was a splendid day for cruising by golf cart at 34-51 
feet above sea level. With 11h 29m of visible light and clocks still 
running on daylight saving time, what's the hurry? Answer: the 
urge to improve SMI's pace of play. To that end, Jose de Rojas 
DC, SMI's assigned marshal, patrolled the course to detect slow 
play, locate choke points, and respond to golfers' questions or 
concerns. Give Jose some credit—today's field set a league 
record for pace-of-play at seven minutes under 4½ hours. 

Deerwood's staff provided first-class service on the course and in 
the club house; a round of applause for their management team: 
General Manager Gary Piotrowski; Golf Course Superintendent 
Paul Rio; Catering Director Denise Brilli; Food & Beverage 
Manager Matt Hoffman; and Banquet Captain Melanie Brown. 

Our very special thanks and a tip of 110 hats go to Kelly and 
Nicole (below) for speeding their beverage carts around the 
course in search of hungry, thirsty senior golfers. 

 

This was the twelfth and last match of the 2016 season. As usual, 
we coordinated the course layout with the host club's golf 
professional. As shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-hole 
yardages, pars, and handicap stroke allocations. Now and then, 
our scorecard differs from a scorecard handed out in the golf 
shop. No matter what, our scorecard is the official one and 
matches the parameters used inside our scoring apps! 

 

Today's Results 

Today's event was a dual contest consisting of our usual monthly 
competition as well as our annual faceoff for the Barney Poston 
Cup. This was the tenth time the Cup has been contested at 
Deerwood Country Club, a favored neutral site. 

In the monthly event, we compete to determine the top four 
teams on the day; each of the winning teams' players receives a 
golf-shop merchandise certificate. In addition, for each par-3 
hole, the player who lands closest to the flagstick receives a 
dozen of golf balls. For this final event, the player with the longest 
drive on a selected par 5 and the player with the most Stableford 
points receives a dozen golf balls each. 

In the annual event, we compete to determine the top six teams 
on the season, each of the winning teams receives a cash prize 
while the first-place team also takes possession of the Barney 
Poston Cup won last year by Hidden Hills. 

It was a perfect day for golf. Play started at the 9:00 am shotgun 

at 54F under overcast skies with 10 mph winds. When the first 
scorecard was returned at 1:23 pm, the temperature had risen to 

63F under mostly cloudy skies with 8 mph winds. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at 
Deercreek (below) suggests today's course, 145 yards longer 
than last month's course, was equally challenging. 39.6 percent 
of the players at Deercreek beat their handicaps as compared to 
43.6 percent of the players at Deerwood. Said another way, the 
average player at Deercreek scored 34.7 points and 0.1 strokes 
under bogey while the average player at Deerwood also scored 
34.7 points and 0.2 strokes under bogey—almost identical stats! 

 

Today's Leaderboard 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. Deercreek 
rebounded from its eighth place finish last month to grab first 
place by a six-point margin over Orange Park. Orange Park and 
Long Point made the biggest leaps up the daily leaderboard, 
climbing eight places and nine places, respectively. 

In summary, five teams rose and nine teams fell with Marsh 
Landing taking the steepest dive—from 1st to 11th place. 

Last month at Deercreek, twelve clubs met or exceeded the odds 
of scoring their team points. This month at Deerwood, eleven 
teams met or exceeded the odds: with a little tweak here and a 
little tweak there, each of the courses on the SMI rotation might 
be closer attuned to our player's handicaps. 

 

Tournament Codirector Ray Cabano presented 32 individual 
merchandise certificates redeemable in the Deerwood golf shop 
to the top four teams in the monthly competition. 

1st place Deercreek $42 
2nd place Orange Park $32 
3rd place Long Point $21 
4th place World Golf $13 
[See other winners in the Skills Contest news item below] 

Season's Leaderboard 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. Atop the leaderboard, San Jose 
and Orange Park swapped first and second places on the 
season, driven by two factors: Orange Park's second-place finish 
in the daily competition vis-à-vis San Jose's ninth-place finish 
and the double-points rule for the championship round. San Jose 
would have prevailed by one point if team points were not 
doubled. It was a nail-biting finish! 

In summary, five teams rose and four teams fell. This month, 33 
players lowered their indexes by shooting good scores while 37 
players padded their indexes by shooting poor scores. The latter 
set will find it easier to beat the odds in the upcoming season 
opener at Marsh Landing. 

 

League Chairman Allen Witham presented checks drawn on the 
SMI prize fund to the top six teams in the seasonal competition 

1st place Orange Park $700 
2nd place San Jose 550 
3rd place Jacksonville 400 
4th place Long Point 300 
5th place World Golf Village 250 
6th place Marsh Landing 200 [7th place postaudit] 

Allen Witham HH, as captain of the defending 2015 champions, 
relinquished year-long possession of the Barney Poston Cup by 
transferring it to Bob Hubbard OP, the acting captain of the 2016 
champions. 

Congratulations to those players present for the photo op below 
and to their absent teammates who scored many of the points 
leading to Orange Park's victory: Bill Davis, Meng-Shu Lin, Bob 
Mills, Joe Pierce, Tom Raffo, Jon Ross, Steve Stack, Loren 
Wilson, Larry Warren, and Charlie Yow. 

 

Door Prizes 

To round out the awards ceremony, Ray Cabano announced the 
results of a random drawing for 42 door prizes. Each player in the 
2016 season was credited with one ticket stub for each round 
played. 

 

Most Improved Player 

Appendix H in the USGA Handicap System manual offers a 
method for determining a league's most improved player at the 
end of a season. Using this method, the following chart shows 
the top 10 winners for each of the most recent three seasons. 

 

Team Leaders 

Generally, we rate a big gun as someone who helps his team into 
one of the top four places by scoring at least 36 points. Why 36 
points? That marks the line where a player beats 2:1 odds. Today 
49 players scored 36 or more points; 22 of those were on the 
prize-winning teams. Unless the course is easier than most on 
the SMI rotation, most players will fall below the 36-point cutline. 
For example, on average each team's seventh player scores 29 
points which corresponds to 1:4 odds. 

 

Individual Leaderboard 

Ten odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on today's 
individual leaderboard (below). In all, 50 players beat the odds 
associated with their handicap indexes. 60 players didn't beat 
even odds; 36 of those go forward with a larger index. 

 

Skin in the Game 

Looking at our hole-by-hole database over the past season, we 
can identify the top winners if everyone were a skins game 
participant. Looks like Jerry Deans and Bill Basney and Bruce 
MacDonald would be running to the bank. 

 

Outstanding Shooters 

Eagles 1 Lee Fields DC 
Birdies 4 Lee Fields DC 
 3 Hannon, John OC, Karlovec, Ralph LP 
  Milton, John QH 
 65 Today's total (2015 average=62.2 birdies) 

Closest to the Flagstick 

Hole 02 Tex Blinn HH 5' 9" 
Hole 08 John Hannon OC 6' 11" 
Hole 12 Dave Daly EH 5' 9" 
Hole 15 Mike O'Malley JG 4' 7" 

Toughest Holes 

On average we take 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced 94 pickups: credit Deerwood as a fair challenge. The all-
time record, 225 pickups, was set at Ponte Vedra Inn on 
December 10, 2010. Hole 14, the 11th toughest and a par 4, 
drew the least number of pickups: 2. The second toughest hole, 
number 10, registered the most pickups: 14. Every hole had at 
least two pickups. 

 

The Scorer's Table 

The first card was returned to the 19th Hole tap room (Sam's 
Place ) at 1:23 pm which is 29 minutes earlier than standard. The 
last card was turned in 38 minutes later at which time the scoring 
operation was closed and the winners' prizes distributed in the 
dining area. How in the world can there be a 38-minute gap from 
first to last card when the travel time from the most distant point 
on the course can't be more than 15 minutes? Sounds like we 
need an SMI-assigned marshal at each event to detect slow play 
and locate choke points on the course. 

The scoring team did a bang-up job: Ray Mantle, Jose de Rojas, 
and Allen Witham were on duty at the front table to ensure each 
scorecard was properly signed and written scores matched 
shaded scores. At the rear table, Bruce MacDonald operated the 
scanner and scoreboard PC while John Brown sorted the cards 
for easy reference. 

18 cards were routed to exception handling. During its postgame 
audit, the Committee detected three single-fault scorecards that 
escaped live scrutiny at the scorer's table. Each card was docked 
one point. The Committee adjusted strokes and points as needed 
to maintain the integrity of our individual and team scoring 
records. 

For now, the Tournament Director will assign two or more 
scorecard checkers to facilitate our scanning and auditing 
operations. In the long run, we ought to be able to reduce or 
eliminate the number of checkers on the scoring line. 

As a reminder, here's a short list of bad scorecard practices: 

 John Hancock-style signatures intruding on Hole 18 bubbles 
 Mismatched written and shaded scores 
 Creating phantom timing marks along the bottom row. 

Next Match 

What: 2017 Season Opener  
When: 9:00 am, Monday, December 12, 2016 
Where: Marsh Landing Country Club 
 An Ed Seay design (1986) 
 5,878 yards, 69.6/126/93.0 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Ray Cabano, Tournament Director 
 Ryan Mikesell, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: Last time here, in August 2015, World Golf Village 
 took the home advantage from Marsh Landing who 
 finished ten points back in 2nd place. 

Financial News 

Bruce MacDonald QH, our league treasurer, filed his latest end-of
-month report as shown in the table below. The current balance 
represents a nice reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes 
that will be distributed at the next Barney Poston Cup event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website News 

Have you experienced slow loading pages on our website lately? 
I certainly did. Every time I had to update pages I would need to 
wait and wait. It became so bad that even our host noticed that 
our webpages were slowing down his entire server.  

We also started experiencing fake roster submittals. The fakes 
lwere in the Russian language. To stop those, we had to make 
Team Reps check a box stating that they were not a ‘Robot’. We 
also dropped the scrolling headlines going across our pages 
thinking that could be the problem. 

Our host investigated deeper and found that, sure enough, we 
were being bombarded by hits from the Russian Federation. Our 
host has blocked the Russian series of IP addresses and we 
think the problem is corrected. Hillary thought she was the only 
one with problems...shoot we are in the same boat. 

Here is how the number of hits went up on the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, clicking on Google ads pays off. Doing so from our 
webpages puts cash in our bank account. Google just sent us a 
check for $101.78. We have earned $13.97 towards our next 
payment. Google will pay us when that amount due is $100 or 
more. 


