
SMI NewsBrief 
Monday, December 12, 2016 — By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth 

111 senior golfers from the greater Jacksonville area teed it up 
today at the Marsh Landing Country Club for the 234th match in 
the Senior Men's Interclub series. For the second month in a row, 
Ray Cabano ML was our tournament director. Last month Ray  
volunteered to conduct the Barney Poston Cup finale; this month, 
as club representative, he conducted the kickoff event in our 17th 
season. For hosting today's event on a superbly conditioned 
course that yielded 44 birdies, kudos go to Marsh Landing's 
General Manager and Head Golf Professional Ryan Mikesell, 
PGA, and Golf Course Superintendent Tim Lyons. Ray (left) and 
Ryan delivered pre-round announcements in the staging area in 
front of Marsh Landing's golf shop a tad earlier than usual in 
order to guarantee the shotgun start would occur by 9:00 am. 

 

It was a perfect day for golf. Play started at 66F under overcast 
skies with 9 mph winds. 56 golf carts ranged out to 1.3 miles from 
the clubhouse at elevations from 1-6 feet above sea level. When 
the first scorecard was returned at 1:37 pm, the temperature had 

risen to 75F under thinning to scattered clouds with 14 mph 
winds. 

Kudos to the rest of Marsh Landing's staff which provided first-
class service in the club house: Banquet Manager Andrew 
Snavly; Food & Beverage Director Sydney Foster; and Executive 
Chef Glen Lynch. 

As usual, we coordinated the course layout with the host club's 
golf professional. As shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-
hole yardages, pars, and handicap stroke allocations. Now and 
then, our scorecard differs from a scorecard handed out in the 
golf shop. No matter what, our scorecard is the official one and 
matches the parameters used inside our scoring apps! 

 

Today's Results 

In today's event, we competed to determine the top four teams 
on the day; each of the winning teams' players receives a golf-
shop merchandise certificate. In addition, for each par-3 hole, the 
player who lands closest to the flagstick receives a sleeve of golf 
balls. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at 
Deerwood (below) suggests today's course, 229 yards longer 
than last month's course, was less challenging. 45.0 percent of 
the players at Marsh Landing beat their handicaps as compared 
to 43.6 percent of the players at Deerwood. Said another way, 
the average player at Deerwood scored 34.7 points and 0.2 
strokes under bogey while the average player at Marsh Landing 
scored 34.1 points and 1.0 strokes under bogey. In the right-hand 
chart, the separation between the Bell Curve and the sum of five-
flight distributions is unexplained. It is not due to a lack of 
correlation between the hole-by-hole stroke allocations and 
degree of difficulty on either course: DW has a correlation 
coefficient of 0.53 while ML is 0.46. This is the third time in the 
past year that the two curves have not been closely matched. 

 

Today's Leaderboard 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. Hidden Hills 
rebounded from its eighth place finish last month to grab first 
place by a two-point margin over Marsh Landing which finished 
nine places higher than last month. 

In summary, five teams rose and six teams fell with Deercreek 
taking the steepest dive—from 1st to 11th place. 

Last month at Deerwood, nine clubs met or exceeded the odds of 
scoring their team points. This month at Marsh Landing, ten 
teams met or exceeded the odds: with a little tweak here and 
there, each of the courses on the SMI rotation might be closer 
attuned to our player's handicaps: ideally, we'd like to see seven 
teams beating the odds and seven teams losing to the odds. 

 

Tournament Director Ray Cabano presented 32 individual 
merchandise certificates redeemable in the Marsh Landing golf 
shop to the top four teams in the monthly competition. 

1st place Hidden Hills $43 
2nd place Marsh Landing $33 
3rd place San Jose $22 
4th place World Golf Village $13 

Season's Leaderboard 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. With a new season, it looks like 
Jacksonville, San Jose, and World Golf are fixing to stay atop the 
leaderboard. Sawgrass and Marsh Creek are lurking near the 
bottom but it's a long, long season. In summary, seven teams 
rose and six teams fell. This month, 31 players lowered their 
indexes by shooting good scores while 44 players padded their 
indexes by shooting poor scores. The latter set will find it easier 
to beat the odds in the upcoming match at San Jose. 

 

Performance Forecasting 

Gambling odds for football, horse racing, and like events are not 
the same as statistical odds. Last month, for the first time, we 
forecast the most likely team points for each team based on the 
quality of their rostered players. On the first line in the table 
below, we predicted that Hidden Hills would take first place by 
scoring 236 points against odds of 40:1. At the end of the day, 
they took first place by scoring 231 points against odds of 37:1. 
The other 13 predictions were not that neat; isn't that the way it is 
in real life? Note that forecasts err on the optimistic side while 
outcomes drop to realistic values. 

 Forecast Outcome 

 

How is it that team odds shift from forecast to outcome even 
when a team's order of finish is well predicted? Take Hidden Hills 
as an example. The shift in team odds depends on how each 
player performs as opposed to how he might have performed. In 
the following breakout for Hidden Hills, note that four players 
were likely to finish in the top four by beating 2:1 odds. On game 
day, their share of team points and odds shifted: more players 
lost ground than gained ground. Isn't that the nature of handicap 
competition? 

 Forecast Outcome 

 

Team Leaders 

Generally, we rate a big gun as someone who helps his team into 
one of the top four places by scoring at least 36 points. Why 36 
points? That marks the line where a player beats 2:1 odds. Today 
40 players scored 36 or more points; 18 of those were on the 
prize-winning teams. Unless the course is easier than most on 
the SMI rotation, most players will fall below the 36-point cutline. 
For example, on average each team's seventh player scores 29 
points which corresponds to 1:4 odds. 

 

Individual Leaderboard 

Eleven odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on today's 
individual leaderboard (below). In all, 51 players beat the odds 
associated with their handicap indexes while 28 players didn't 
beat even odds. 

 

Outstanding Shooters 

Birdies 3 Bob McBride WG, Ben Parmer EH 
  Dave Vince HH 
 44 Today's total (2016 average=57.1 birdies) 

Closest to the Flagstick 

Hole 03 Bob McBride WG 5' 10" 
Hole 07 Bob Dewey LP 11' 5" 
Hole 11 Jim Ballway WG 5' 6" 
Hole 17 Bill Ross WG 2' 0" 

Toughest Holes 

On average we take 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced 86 pickups: credit Marsh Landing as a fair challenge. The 
all-time record, 225 pickups, was set at Ponte Vedra Inn on 
December 10, 2010. Hole 11, the easiest and a par 3, drew the 
least number of pickups: 0. The eighth toughest hole, number 14, 
registered the most pickups: 10. Every other hole than no. 11 had 
at least two pickups. 

 

The Scorer's Table 

The first card was returned to the scorer's table at 1:37 pm which 
is 15 minutes earlier than standard. The last card was turned in 
52 minutes later at which time the scoring operation was closed 
and the winners' prizes distributed in the dining area. How in the 
world can there be a 52-minute gap from first to last card when 
the travel distance from the most distant point on the course can't 
be more than 1.3 miles? Sounds like we need an SMI-assigned 
marshal at each event to detect slow play and locate choke 
points on the course. Stand by: an SMI video-equipped drone 
may be ready to detect course chokepoints and slow-witted 
golfers at our next outing. 

22 cards were routed to exception handling. During its postgame 
audit, the Committee detected two single-fault scorecards that 
escaped live scrutiny at the scorer's table. Each card was docked 
one point. The Committee adjusted strokes and points as needed 
to maintain the integrity of our individual and team scoring 
records. 

For now, the Tournament Director will assign two or more 
scorecard checkers to facilitate our scanning and auditing 
operations. In the long run, we ought to be able to reduce or 
eliminate the number of checkers on the scoring line. 

As a reminder, here's a short list of bad scorecard practices: 

 John Hancock-style signatures intruding on Hole 18 bubbles 
 Mismatched written and shaded scores 
 Creating phantom timing marks along the bottom row. 

Next Match 

What: Second match in the 2017 season 
When: 9:00 am, Monday, January 9, 2017 
Where: San Jose Country Club 
 A Donald Ross design (1925) 
 5,878 yards, 68.2/116/89.6 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Bill Basney, Tournament Director 
 Todd Bork, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: Last time here, in December 2015, San Jose used its 
 home advantage to best Deercreek by four points. 

Financial News 

Bruce MacDonald QH, our league treasurer, filed his latest end-of
-month report as shown in the table below. The current balance 
represents a nice reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes 
that will be distributed at the next Barney Poston Cup event. 

 

New Rules for 2017 

Our team reps have voted in two new rules for 2017. You should 
review rule 3-4 which has been revised.  Rule 3-4 describes the 
tees that we will use at each member club. Also, rule 4-5 
regarding accidental movement of the ball on a putting green has 
been added. While you are on the Rules page, why not review all 
our rules? 

Mail from a Friend of Ours 

Recently, Jock Ochiltree sent the following note:   

I really appreciate staying on the interclub email distribution list. I 
enjoy seeing what’s happening.   

We are settling down in Reno. Love being near our son and the 
grand-kids. Makes anything else secondary. But, we also like the 
town a lot. Heading into our first winter living in cold 
weather. We’ve had 2 light snow storms. But, we’ll have more, 
I’m sure. Temperatures are warm when in the 50s. Those are 
mild days. We’ve had days that haven’t gotten out of the 30s and 
been out in the 20s. Will have some colder days. But, we’re 
adjusting to it. Windy gets miserable. But, humidity is still low 
unless it is snowing. So, we’re doing good adjusting so far. 

Building the real estate business isn’t easy. Started with 
essentially no clients and no “sphere”. So, doing a lot of 
networking and meeting people. Have about 5 valid clients who 
will buy in early 2017. I’m enjoying the aspect that there are a lot 
of engineers working for technology companies, so I am 
comfortable working on that. 

Only played 2 rounds of golf. Both at a nearby country club that I 
like. Somersett CC designed by Tom Kite. Got a lot more to 
sample. Back surgery to fix nerve issues in the knee was 
successful. But nerves need a year or two to heal or 
regenerate. Muscles need strengthening. In doing PT, knee got 
worse so had meniscus surgery and now in PT for that. I’m 
probably only a little better overall than before I left. Goal is, of 
course, to be playing golf regularly next spring and also hiking 
with the grandkids. There is a senior golf league that plays all the 
courses in the area and I’ll also join that. 

Say hi to the Senior Interclub team for me. 

Jock 

Website News 

Clicking on Google ads pays off. Doing so from our webpages 
puts cash in our bank account. Google recently sent us a check 
for $101.78. We have earned $29.39, up from $13.97 at last 
report, towards our next payment. Google will pay us when that 
amount due is $100 or more. 

The ‘About Us’ page on the website has been rewritten and 
updated. I recommend that you read it. 

http://jaxsi.org/rules/
http://jaxsi.org/home/aboutus/

