
SMI NewsBrief 
Monday, January 9, 2017 — By Jack Garrity, aka Mr. Smooth 

101 senior golfers from the greater Jacksonville area teed it up 
today at the San Jose Country Club for the 235th match in the 
Senior Men's Interclub series. As luck would have it, the ambient 

temperature at 9:00 am was 32F, necessitating a frost delay. 

Want to know more about frost delays? We recommend the 
primer entitled The Big Chill at www.gcsaa.org. It says frosts are 
radiational events with clear skies and light-to-calm winds with 
visible frost forming. Air temperatures can be as high as the mid 
30s (keep in mind the surface temperature is colder in these 
situations). It goes on to point out that grass is a hardier 
perennial that can tolerate internal ice crystals. However, if there 
is an additional physical force, such as someone stepping on the 
frozen blade of grass, the internal ice crystals can splinter and 
puncture the tissue. This can cause the leaf blade to eventually 
die. The visible damage will remain until new grass leaves 
replace the dead ones, and this takes time. In addition, the 
added stress placed on the plant during this process can cause 
thinning or even death. 

Want more information? Consult our National Weather Service 
which says frost typically occurs when the temperature falls 
below 36°F. Their enormous database shows that frost in our 
area normally begins around November 21. Recently, in the 
vicinity of San Jose  the greatest number of consecutive hours at 
or below 32°F has been five hours...we dodged a bullet today 
with only a 45-minute delay. According to NOAA, the probability 
is 50-50 that the Jacksonville-area temperature will be 36°F or 
below from November 18 and 32°F or below from December 3. 

You've got to give three huzzahs to San Jose's superintendent 
Clayton Estes, CGCS, for protecting the course and ensuring its 
being superbly conditioned. Today's course yielded 48 birdies 
and forced 58 pickups. 

The day began with club representative Bill Basney (left) and 
Head Professional, Todd Bork, PGA, delivering preround 
announcements in the staging area behind the golf shop before 
imposing a 45-minute frost delay. 

 

In the end, it was a great day for golf. After the frost delay, play 

started at 35F under partly cloudy skies with 12 mph winds. 
When the first scorecard was returned at 2:16 pm, the 

temperature had risen to 54F under partly cloudy skies with 13 
mph winds. 

Kudos to the rest of San Jose's staff which provided first-class 
service in the club house: General Manager, Rocky Staples; Asst 
Golf Professional, Hayes Farley; Clubhouse Manager, Willie 
Manigault; Catering Director, Ursula Howard; and Executive 
Chef, Scott Bennett. 

Despite the chilly day, San Jose deployed a beverage cart with 
Melissa at the wheel: seemingly ageless in this 2010 file photo. 

 

As usual, we coordinated the course layout with the host club. As 
shown below, the layout prescribes hole-by-hole yardages, pars, 
and handicap stroke allocations. Now and then, our scorecard 
differs from a scorecard handed out in the golf shop. No matter 
what, our scorecard is the official one and matches the 
parameters used inside our scoring apps! 

 

Today's Results 

In today's event, we competed to determine the top four teams 
on the day; each of the winning teams' players receives a golf-
shop merchandise certificate. In addition, for each par-3 hole, the 
player who lands closest to the flagstick receives a sleeve of golf 
balls. 

Charting today's scores against those made last month at Marsh 
Landing (below) suggests today's course, 257 yards shorter than 
last month's course, was more challenging. 30.7 percent of the 
players at San Jose beat their handicaps as compared to 45.0 
percent of the players at Marsh Landing. Said another way, the 
average player at San Jose scored 34.3 points and 1.3 strokes 
over bogey while the average player at Marsh Landing scored 
34.1 points and 1.0 strokes under bogey. In the right-hand chart, 
the separation between the Bell Curve and the sum of five-flight 
distributions is likely due to the differing correlation between the 
hole-by-hole stroke allocations and degree of difficulty on either 
course: ML has a correlation coefficient of 0.46 while SN is 0.13. 
The smaller correlation is more likely to affect the ease or 
difficulty of how many strokes it takes to compile one's point 
quota. 

 

Today's Leaderboard 

The following table compares the order of finish in last month's 
event to the order of finish in this month's event. In first place, 
San Jose repeated a top-four finish, climbing from third place last 
month. Long Point rebounded from its tenth place finish last 
month to grab second place by a two-point margin over World 
Golf Village which finished one place higher than last month. 

In summary, seven teams rose and six teams fell with 
Jacksonville taking the steepest dive—from 5th to 14th place for 
having had to withdraw in order to attend a fellow member’s 
funeral. 

Last month at Marsh Landing, eleven clubs met or exceeded the 
odds of scoring their team points. This month at San Jose, ten 
teams met or exceeded the odds as well. With a little tweak here 
and there, each of the courses on the SMI rotation might be 
closer attuned to our player's handicaps: ideally, we'd like to see 
seven teams beating the odds and seven teams losing to the 
odds. 

 

Tournament Director Bill Basney presented 32 individual 
merchandise certificates redeemable in the San Jose golf shop to 
the top four teams in the monthly competition. 

1st place San Jose $40 
2nd place Long Point $29 
3rd place World Golf Village $20 
4th place Deercreek $12 

Season's Leaderboard 

The following table shows how team standings on the season 
changed over the past month. It's still early in the new season, 
but San Jose is poised to make another run at the championship. 
Jacksonville, a perennial contender, has a bit of ground to make 
up after sitting out this month. In summary, nine teams rose and 
four teams fell. This month, 21 players lowered their indexes by 
shooting good scores while 43 players padded their indexes by 
shooting poor scores. The latter set will find it easier to beat the 
odds in the upcoming match at Marsh Creek. 

 

Performance Forecasting 

Gambling odds for football, horse racing, and like events are not 
the same as statistical odds. For the past two months, we've 
forecast the most likely points for each team based on the quality 
of their rostered players. In December, we predicted that Hidden 
Hills would take first place by scoring 236 points. At the end of 
the day, they took first place by scoring 231 points. This month, 
once again we predicted Hidden Hills would take first place by 
scoring 229 points; alas, they fell short by 13 points. On the other 
hand, we predicted San Jose, the home team, would score 218 
points but, in fact, they overachieved with another ten points. In 
hindsight, we might have predicted their first-place finish since 
our database shows the home advantage amounts to two points 
per man. 

 Forecast Outcome 

 

Team Leaders 

Generally, we rate a big gun as someone who helps his team into 
one of the top four places by scoring at least 36 points. Why 36 
points? That marks the line where a player beats 2:1 odds. Today 
47 players scored 36 or more points; 17 of those were on the 
prize-winning teams. Unless the course is easier than most on 
the SMI rotation, most players will fall below the 36-point cutline. 
For example, on average each team's seventh player scores 29 
points which corresponds to 1:4 odds. 

 

Individual Leaderboard 

Ten odds-breakers filled the twelve slots shown on today's 
individual leaderboard (below). In all, 32 players beat the odds 
associated with their handicap indexes while 45 players failed to 
match even odds. 

 

Outstanding Shooters 

Birdies 3 Jerry Deans OP, Fred Vines ML 
 44 Today's total (2016 average=57.1 birdies) 

Closest to the Flagstick 

Hole 05 Doug Schultz WG 6' 9" 
Hole 08 Ted Brown DC 6' 7" 
Hole 12 Mike Hallam MP 5' 2" 
Hole 15 George Goldsmith EH 5' 8" 

Toughest Holes 

On average we record 94 pickups at each event. Today's course 
forced 58 pickups: credit San Jose as a fair challenge. The all-
time record, 225 pickups, was set at Ponte Vedra Inn on 
December 10, 2010. Holes 7 and 8, today's 16th and 17th 
easiest holes, forced no pickups; today's easiest, hole 14, forced 
one pickup. Hole 4, the second toughest hole, forced the most 
pickups: 10. 

 

The Scorer's Table 

The first card was returned to the scorer's table at 2:16 pm which 
is 13 minutes earlier than standard once you account for today's 
45-minute frost delay. The last card was turned in 56 minutes 
later at which time the scoring operation was closed and the 
winners' prizes distributed in the scoring area. How in the world 
can there be a 56-minute gap from first to last card when the 
travel distance from the most distant point on the course can't be 
more than 1.3 miles? Part of the delay was due to a dust up at 
the scoring table in handling two cards whose handicap info had 
escaped proper maintenance over the weekend roster changes. 

As a reminder, here's a short list of bad scorecard practices: 

 John Hancock-style signatures intruding on Hole 18 bubbles 
 Mismatched written and shaded scores 
 Creating phantom timing marks along the bottom row. 

Next Match 

What: Third match in the 2017 season 
When: 9:00 am, Monday, February 6, 2017 
Where: Marsh Creek Country Club 
 A Mark McCumber design (1988) 
 5,778 yards, 69.7/125/92.9 (course/slope/bogey) 
Who: Dave Spring, Tournament Director 
 Cary Splane, PGA, Head Professional 
Defending: Last time here, in October 2015, World Golf Village  
 took first place by 12 points over Hidden Hills. Despite 
 the home advantage, Marsh Creek finished 16 points  
 behind in fourth place. 

Financial News 

Bruce MacDonald QH, our league treasurer, filed his latest end-of
-month report as shown in the table below. The current balance 
represents a nice reserve against the cash prizes and door prizes 
that will be distributed at the next Barney Poston Cup event. 

 

Website News 

The SMI Rules Page, on the website, has been updated. The 
revsions include those rules revised or added at the last Team 
Reps meeting. Pay particular attention to Rules 3-4, 4-5 and 6-1. 
Why not familiarize yourself with all our rules while you are on 
that webpage? 

Please note that the April match at Orange Park has been moved 
from April 3 to April 10. 

Clicking on Google ads pays off. Doing so from our webpages 
puts cash in our bank account. Google recently sent us a check 
for $101.78. We have earned $29.39 (no change from last 
month) towards our next payment. Google will pay us when that 
amount due is $100 or more. 
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Date Description Income Expense Balance

11/14/16 BALANCE FORWARD 651.31$    

12/10/16 Deerwood Club: Poston Cup-Beer Keg 249.70$  401.61      

12/12/16 SMI Prize Fund: 111 ML rounds @ $3 333.00$ 734.61      

01/09/17 SMI Prize Fund: 101 SN rounds @ $3 303.00   1,037.61   

01/10/17 Jack Garrity: Cardstock, printer cartridges 107.39    930.22      

http://www.gcsaa.org
http://jaxsi.org/results/resultssn2017/
http://jaxsi.org/rules/

